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On a cold Christmas Eve in 1952, 

when Korea was in the throes of civil 

war, one young woman struggled 

along a village street, obviously soon  

to deliver a child.  She pleaded with 

passersby, “Help me! Please. My 

baby.”   

 

No one paid any attention to her.  A 

middle-aged couple walked by.  The 

wife pushed away the young mother 

and sneered. “Where’s the father?  

Where’s your American man now?”   

 

The couple laughed and went on.  

The young woman almost doubled up 

from a contraction as she watched 

them go.  “Please. . .” she begged. 

 

She had heard of a missionary living 

nearby who might help her.  Hur-

riedly, she began walking to that vil-

lage.  If only he would help her baby.  

Shivering and in pain, she struggled 

over the frozen countryside. But the 

night was cold.  Snow began to fall.  

Realizing that the time was near to 

deliver her baby, she took shelter 

under a bridge.  There, alone, her 

baby was born on Christmas Eve. 

 

Worried about her newborn son, she 

took off her own clothes, wrapped 

them around the baby and held him 

close in the warm circle of her arms. 

 

The next day, the missionary braved 

the new snow to deliver Christmas 

packages.  As he walked along, he 

heard the cry of a baby.  He followed 

the sound to a bridge.  Under it, he 

found a young mother frozen to 

death,  still clutching her crying new 

born son.  The missionary tenderly 

lifted the baby out of her arms. 

When the baby was 10 years old, his 

now adoptive father told him the 

story of his mother’s death on Christ-

mas Eve. 

 

The young boy cried, realizing the 

sacrifice his mother had made for 

him.   

 

The next morning, the missionary 

rose early to find the boy’s bed 

empty.  Seeing a fresh set of small 

footprints in the snow outside, he 

bundled up warmly in winter coat 

and followed the trail.  It led back to 

the bridge where the young mother 

had died. 

 

As missionary approached the 

bridge, he stopped, stunned.  Kneel-

ing in the snow was his son, naked 

and shivering uncontrollably.  His 

clothes lay beside him in a small pile.  

Moving closer, he heard the boy say 

through chattering teeth:  “Mother, 

were you this cold for me?” 

 

That story reminds me of another 

mother and son who sacrificed so 

much.  One winter night, Jesus left 

his home, His glory and the warmth 

of heaven to be born in a stable to an 

unwelcome world.  Just before He 

was born, Mary, His mother, was not 

welcome in any of the cozy inns in 

Bethlehem.  Instead, she delivered 

her baby in the darkness of a cold 

stable.  The Creator of the Universe, 

the Perfect Judge who could destroy 

the world with a single word, was 

willing to endure this inauspicious 

beginning for you and me.  That is 

unconditional love! 

 

We who have experienced God’s un-

conditional love are commended to 

share that love with others.  John 

writes in 1 John 4:11, “Dear friends, 

since God loved us that much, we 

surely ought to love each other” 

God wants us to express His love to 

others.  We become examples of God's 

love to the world as we love our 

neighbors through the enabling of 

His Holy Spirit. 

 

You may confess “I don’t have that 

kind of love to share with anyone.”  

To experience God’s love, claim it by 

faith.  We have the potential to love 

anyone God puts in our path.  One of 

the greatest lessons I have learned in 

my Christian life is “how to love by 

faith.” 

 

When we by faith invite God’s uncon-

ditional love to flow through us, we 

will discover a rekindled love that is 

alive and well.  That is true for an 

“unlovable” friend, spouse, coworker, 

or anyone. 

 

Nothing breaks the hardened ground 

of unforgiveness and bitterness like 

sincere acts and words of love.  Some-

times you and I, by faith, must take 

the first step of restoration.  A posi-

tive response may not be immediate, 

but keep on loving and reaching out.  

There is no power on earth stronger 

than God’s love. 

 

“May your roots go down deep in to 

the soil of God’s marvelous love.  And 

may you have the power to under-

stand, as all God’s people should,  

how wide, how long, how high, and 

how deep His love really is.” 

December 2011 & January 2012 

Website: www.concordiaschoolsla.org (888) 770-2752 

Marvelous Love by Bill Bright 
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Concordia is proud to announce the 

start of our new community center.  

The vision of our center is to serve 

our neighbors with various enrich-

ment opportunities while sharing the 

good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our goal is to provide a variety of 

workshops, classes and activities de-

signed for young children, school age 

children and adults that will enrich 

their lives, provide a service to the 

community at large, and to promote  

Concordia’s strong Christian educa-

tional system.   

 

We envision such programs as tutor-

ing, music lessons, drama, drawing, 

sculpturing, sewing, painting, eti-

quette, photography, study skills, life 

skills, athletic conditioning, cooking, 

driving school, the list is endless. 

 

We are now in the process of finding 

out what the passions are of our asso-

ciation members (teachers, staff, con-

gregations, friends, etc.) as well as 

what the needs of the community are.  

Then we will begin to organize and 

promote the centers throughout the 

Concordia School system and Associa-

tion Churches.   

 

On January 24th we will be offering a 

special seminar free of charge on the 

subject of “Getting Ready for High 

School.”  The event will begin at 7 PM 

at Concordia Jr./Sr. High School, Syl-

mar.   

 

At this event there will be refresh-

ments, information about the commu-

nity center, and surveys so we can get 

an understanding of what the com-

munity needs.   

 

We hope you will mark this date 

down and become part of a unique 

way to minister to the community 

around us.  Together we can become a 

mighty witness for our Lord and Sav-

ior Jesus Christ. 

Concordia Community Center By Mike Gummelt   

Yearbook Sale at Sylmar Campus 

Yearbooks orders are on sale for $30 from now until December 1, 2011.   

From December 2 through February 14 the price will be $40.  After Febru-

ary 14 the price will be $50.  See Ms. Stefanie to make your purchase. 

  

Yearbook orders placed after December 1 are on a first come first serve basis 

as long as yearbooks are available. 

Concordia Community Centerės  

ęGetting Ready for High SchoolĚ 
Parents please attend a free event being offered to enrich  

you as a parent of a soon to be High School Student. 

Mr. Rick Klein and Mr. Darren Hansen will share with you information vital to the parent of a future high school 

student.  Rick and Darren will share honest talk with you regarding what is going on with teens today, what they 

have access to, what you as a parent need to look for, as well as look at.   

 

This is an empowering class for the parent of the twenty first century and how to handle it. 

Be informed about what lies ahead, how to handle it , uncovering the mystery of  today’s upcoming teen and all chal-

lenges that are sure to come. 

Tuesday, January 24, 2012 at 7:00 PM  

Concordia Jr. Sr. High School, 13570 Eldridge Ave., Sylmar, CA. 91342  

Reserve your seat by January 16, 2012  

by calling 818 362 -5861 and or e -mail to barbara.winslow@concordiaschoolsla.org  

. 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Monday, January 16, 2012 

 

No Classes & Offices Closed 



Art from the HEART Student Showcase  

Presented by Concordia Jr./Sr. High School  

Saturday, January 28, 2012  

10:00 AM Ĕ 12:00 PM  
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Seniors:  

¶ Plan to attend the FAFSA Work-

shop in December.   

¶ Parents plan to have your taxes 

done early.    

¶ Remember to confirm your name 

for your diploma. 

  

Juniors:  

Now is the time to plan for taking 

the SAT or ACT.  Both parents and 

students should sign-up for College-

Board.com.  Registration for the SAT 

is at www.collegeboard.com and for 

the ACT is at www.actstudent.org.  

Study for the SAT or ACT.  Books 

are available as well as practice 

tests on the websites.   

 

It is also the time to consider a place 

to do service work on a consistent 

basis. 

  

Sophomores:  

You should be registered on 

www.collegeboard.com and do the 

“Question of Day” each day. 

  

Freshmen:  

Have you been exploring careers?  

Take time to think about your inter-

ests.  What do you like to do?  How 

could you develop your “like” into a 

career?  Now, is the time to think 

about the future. 

  

Concordia Jr. /Sr. High School  

All students in grades 9-11 will have 

their First Semester Guidance Meet-

ing in December.  This meeting will 

include a review of PSAT and ITBS 

scores, and a check of goals and col-

lege plans.  Parents will be mailed a 

report of the meeting and test re-

sults.   

Counseling Corner 

First semester Final Exams will take 

place at the Canoga Park and Sylmar 

campus.  

 

CANOGA  PARK  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

 

Chapel Service 7:45 AM 

 

8:45 AM—10:45 AM 

9th  Spanish I, 10th English,11th Re-

ligion,12th Religion 

 

11:00 AM—1:00 PM 

9th Algebra I, 10th History, 11th His-

tory,12th Economics 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

 

7:45 AM—9:45 AM 

9th Religion, 10th Religion, 11th En-

vironmental Science,12th  Environ-

mental Science 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

9th  Biology,10th Biology,11th Alge-

bra II,12th English 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

 

7:45 AM—9:45 AM 

9th Health,10th Spanish II,11th Eng-

lish,12th Pre-Calc 

 

10:00 AM—12:00 PM 

9th  English,10th Geometry,11th 

Physical Education 

 

SYLMAR  
MONDAY, DECEMBER 19 

 

8:10 AM—9:30 AM 

All English Classes 

 

9:55 AM—11:15 AM 

All Science Classes 

 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20 

 

8:10 AM—9:30 AM 

All Social Studies Classes 

 

9:55 AM—11:15 AM 

All Mathematic Classes 

 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21 

 

8:10 AM—9:30 AM 

All Spanish Classes 

 

9:55 AM—11:15 AM 

Family Life Religion Classes 

 

Christmas Break for all campuses 

of Concordia Schools will begin 

on Thursday, December 22, 2011.  

Classes will resume after the new 

year on Monday, January 9, 2012 . 

Finals Schedule and Christmas Break 

Over 55 area elementary schools grades first through 

eighth, along with our association churchs’ youth have 

been invited to exhibit their artwork on Saturday, Janu-

ary 28, 2012 from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM.   
 

The theme “Art From the Heart” means that the shape of 

the heart is incorporated into each masterful art piece.   

To enhance the morning, our String Orchestra will pro-

vide music from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Ribbons will be 

awarded in a ceremony will begin at approximately  11:30 

AM.  
 

Enjoy the morning in the arts, and experience the diverse 

talents of our youth. 
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LSS helped feed over 400 homeless 

and families the afternoon before 

Thanksgiving.  The Sylmar campus 

held a food drive to assist in filling 

the boxes filled with food to accom-

pany a turkey that was given out by 

LSS. 

 

LSS needs unwrapped toys for 

ages 0 to 13, boys and girls, by 

December 8 .  The actual toy give-a-

way is Saturday, December 10th, at 

LSS 6425 Tyrone Ave., Van Nuys 

91401, from 9:00 AM to usually 3:00 

or 4:00 PM.   

 

Volunteers are needed.  You may 

volunteer for shifts from 9 to 12 or 12 

to 3. Two hour shifts are also avail-

able. 

Thousands of cookies will be served 

to the children while their parents 

are “shopping” in the LSS toy store.  

You may drop off a cookie donation to 

LSS by December 8. 

 

To  sign up as a volunteer contact 

Jan Meseda at (818)901-9480 X 110. 

Burbank Campus Runs Two Collection Drives 

Concordia Burbank ran two 

collection drives in November: 

a food drive to help the hungry 

in our community and a 

shoebox drive for children in 

other countries.   The children 

and their families donated 

canned goods to take to 

Burbank Temporary Aid 

Center.  Our school also 

participated in, Operation 

Christmas Child through Samaritans 

Purse.  "Operation Christmas Child 

demonstrates God's love to hurting 

children in a tangible way by 

partnering with churches worldwide 

to deliver gift-filled shoes boxes and 

the Good News of Jesus Christ." 

The children packed shoe boxes 

full of items such toys, clothing, 

socks, soap, toothbrush/paste, 

coloring books, and school supplies 

(like crayons, paper etc).  Each 

class prayed and asked God to 

bless the box and its message.  

Samaritan's Purse then adds books 

about Jesus Christ and offers 

classes to children in countries of 

need.  What a wonderful way to 

share God's Love! 

Concordia Jr. and Sr. High School 

Student Council fed the homeless on 

Thursday, November 17, 2011 at 

Our Redeemer Lutheran Church in 

Winnetka. 

 

“Feeding the homeless was very eye 

opening.  We didn’t realize our bless-

ings until we saw the situations 

these people have to live through. 

 

It was a great blessing in our lives to 

be able to give back some of what 

God has given us.” ~ Jason 

Velasquez and Ruby Morales 

 

Food donations collected during the 

Homecoming Week were also deliv-

ered to the Food Pantry at Our Re-

deemer. 

Sylmar Campus Feeds Homeless 

LSS Community Care Center 

During the month of November, stu-

dents at Concordia Canoga Park  

participated in a Thanksgiving Food 

Drive.  Nonperishable food items 

and money donations for turkeys 

were collected in the classrooms 

through Thursday, November 17.  

The food was transported to Our 

Redeemer Lutheran Church, Win-

netka, where it was divided up into 

food baskets.  The baskets were dis-

tributed to needy families on No-

vember 22. 

 

 

Canoga Park Campus Food Drive 

Burbank 

Canoga Park 

Granada Hills 

San Fernando 

Sylmar 
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An elite group of students from the 

Concordia Canoga Park Drama De-

partment were hand-picked early 

this school year by the director, 

Robert Barker, to be a part of a tour-

ing group.  They worked through the 

fall to prepare four skits:  “Annoying 

Little Sin,” “God Told Me to Break 

Up With You,” “Communication Con-

troller,” and “Wicked Ruler.”  Cur-

rently, the group is touring local 

schools to perform these skits.  

The group has two main goals: They 

hope to spread the word of God, as 

well as promote the drama depart-

ment as one of the campus’s best as-

sets.   

Drama Group Shares Christian Message  

Canoga Park Lutheran Church will 

be hosting Christmas program for the 

community called Christmas By Can-

dlelight.  The evening’s performance 

will consist of music performed by the 

orchestra and choir. Students from 

Concordia Canoga Park will partici-

pate in the program.   

 

The performances will take place on 

Saturday, December 17, 2011 at 6:00 

PM and at 8:00 PM.  Admission is 

free for this event.   

 

Canoga Park Lutheran Church is lo-

cated at 7357 Jordan Ave., Canoga 

Park, CA 91303.  For more informa-

tion, contact the church office at (818) 

348-5714.   

Christmas By Candlelight at Canoga Park 

On Saturday, December 10, 10:00 AM 

to 1:00 PM the Faith Lutheran 

Church LWML (Lutheran Women’s 

Missionary League) will hold its an-

nual cookie faire.  Arrive early to buy 

your cookies, as the goodies have 

been known to sell out by noon in 

past years.  Baked goods are donated 

by church members.  Income gener-

ated by the sales will be matched by 

Thrivent.  Proceeds are used to bene-

fit human care and mission projects 

for 2012.   

  

For questions about the cookie faire, 

contact the church office at (818) 352-

4444.   

  

Faith Lutheran Church 

7749 Apperson St. 

Tujunga, CA 91042 

Cookie Faire at Faith Tujunga 

Concordia High School's Music Department is honored to present 

A Sacred Christmas Concert 
Under the baton of Mr. Ken Bauer and with narration by Mr. Rick Klein  

Featuring  

 
The Concordia Concert Choir, Concordia Junior High Chorus,  

The Pride Concert Band of Concordia, The Concordia String Ensemble,  

    The Concordia Jazzman Band,   The Bops of Concordia  

Friday, December 9, 2011 ~ 7 PM 

 
 
Seats available on a first-come, first-serve basis          Concordia High School Den 

A Freewill Offering will be gathered for the school         13570 Eldridge Ave. ~ Sylmar 

Please direct all inquires to bauer674@gmail.com         818-362-5861 

A sincere thank you to all who have supported the  
Fresh and Easy Fundraiser  

The Sylmar campus has raised over $400 from receipts collected.  
Please continue to turn in your receipts dated through December 31, 2011  



Concordia Schools Los Angeles 
Burbank Campus  

Grades:  Jr. K - 5  

1001 S. Glenoaks Blvd. 

Burbank, CA  91502 

 

 

(818) 848-3076 

Canoga Park Campus 

Grades:  K -  12 

7357 Jordan Ave. 

Canoga Park, CA  91303 

 

 

(818) 703-6735 

Granada Hills Campus 

Grades:  K - 6 

16603 San Fernando 

Mission Blvd. 

Granada Hills, CA 

91344 

(818) 368-0892 

San Fernando Campus 

Grades:  K -  6 

777 N. Maclay Ave. 

San Fernando CA, 

91340 

 

(818) 361-4800 

Sylmar Campus 

Grades:  7 - 12 

13570 Eldridge Ave. 

Sylmar, CA  91342 

 

 

(818) 362-5861 
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For six evenings in November stu-

dent volunteers from Concordia Jr./

Sr. High School made telephone calls 

to 2300 alumni and supporters of 

Concordia.   

 

These hard working students were 

able to receive commitments for over 

$16,600 in pledges with an addi-

tional 100 promises to donate.  The 

goal for the total amount donated is 

over $20,000.   

Proceeds from the phon-a-thon will 

be used for the annual fund for Con-

cordia Schools Los Angeles. 

 

 

Phon-a-thon Results 

The senior class trip to Italy and 

Germany will leave Friday, March 

16 and will return Saturday, March 

24, 2012. 

 

If you are a senior who plans on tak-

ing this trip, you must sign up before 

Christmas Break which begins on 

December 22, 2011. 

 

Go to www.eftours.com to register 

for your trip with the trip identifica-

tion number of 524860. 

Germany, Italy and Switzerland are 

the destinations for the senior trip 

for the class of 2013. 

 

The ten day itinerary includes:  

Frankfurt, Rothenburg, Munich, 

Venice, Lucerne and Heidelberg.   

 

Students who sign up for this trip 

before December 15 will save $200 

and will receive 2012 prices and 

avoid the 2013 trip price increase. 

 

Go to www.eftours.com to register.  

This tour identification number is 

1091406.  The total cost of the trip is 

$2475 if you register prior to Decem-

ber 15, 2011. 

 

Mr. Hansen is the group leader for 

both trips and can be contacted at  

818-362-5861 or  

darren.hansen 

@concordiaschoolsla.org. 

Senior Trips 

Saturday, April 28, 2012 is the an-

nual dinner auction, The Way, The 

Truth and The Life, at the newly re-

modeled San Antonio Winery in 

downtown Los Angeles.  

 

You are needed to join the team and 

attend the second planning meeting 

which will be Tuesday, January 17  at 

the Sylmar campus beginning at 7:00 

PM.  Everyone is welcome. 

 

Included in the planning will be dis-

cussing themes for silent auction bas-

kets, donation gathering, menu selec-

tion, and general event planning. 

This event is the largest fundraiser  

held during the school year.  The 

money raised will go to the general 

fund which is used for the operating 

expenses of Concordia. 

Share Your Time, Talent and Treasures 

Blood Drive  
Thursday, January 12, 2012 

3:00 PM until 9:00 PM 

Sylmar Campus in the Den  
 

Sign up at www.concordia.givesblood.org or  

Barbara Winslow at 818 -362-5861 

NATIO
NAL  

BLOOD D
ONOR  

MONTH 

Providence
 

Blood Donor  

Center  


